). e clock already casts its shadow in Martha's diary, but only in hours, and as a record of when things happened rather than how long tasks took. movement on women's lives. Contemporary discourses about domestic work and household management sought to introduce the concepts of industrial e ciency and rationality into the home. Hygiene was a key feature. A hygienic home was also an e cient home and the twin goals of the domestic science movement were careful economic management and household e ciency. In marked contrast to the preindustrial household so vividly represented in the diary of midwife Martha Ballad, 2 in Mabel's world domestic routines were to be governed by the clock. Domestic time is just one experience of temporality to be found in Mabel's diary and those of her fellow Australian diarists who found a moment or an hour in their day or week to record the things that mattered. Using a collection of such diaries written by white, mainly middle-class Australian women during the interwar years, I explore here the di erent renderings of time within them, and argue that an understanding of women's time is integrally linked to the spaces they occupy, the locations they live in and to their biological possibilities. A more sustained discussion of these issues can be found in my book Spaces in 
